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MAKING CHILDREN VISIBLE  
Mural and Welcome Garden 



 

Objective 

This collaborative project brings the culture of childhood into the public realm through the language of art - 
allowing the often over-looked voices of children to be heard as active citizens of today. Seniors and youth (also 
marginalized groups) will be involved in the collaborative inter-generational process to create this site specific art 
work. 

Goals 

The primary goal of the project is to bring the voices of children to public spaces, reminding us, adults that children 
are active citizens with the right to be involved in every-day life of the city. The project brought together 3 local 
artists, Rebecca Heyl, Michael King, and Meggie Meileur Miller, to work with different groups of children, youth and 
seniors in order to create the collaborative and inter-generational wooden mural and welcome garden. The artists 
worked with 10 different groups to get their input on this project. Public spaces such as local neighbourhood 
houses and schools were used for these gatherings. A secondary goal was to create a welcoming space in which 
the public can engage with the art work. 

Participants 
The participants that this project engaged with are children, youth and seniors. We chose to work with these 
groups because their voices are often absent or marginalized from the public arena. Furthermore, we believe that 
the perspectives and insights these three groups of people bring are invaluable. The work was emergent and 
process based, thus highly dependent on the participant’s visions and the collaborative process.The audience for 
our site-specific art piece are those that are in passing, whether it be on foot, by bicycle, or those riding in a car or 
the city bus. It is our aim to bring the voices of our participants into the public arena. 

The groups we worked with to develop the artistic vision, concept and art are the following: 
• Toddlers from FH Satelite Daycare (1-3 years old) 
• FH preschoolers (3-5 years old) 
• FH Kindercare & Kid’s World after school program (5-13 years old)   
• Nootka Elementary after school program (7-13 years old) 
• Begbie Elementary School, Dr. M.J. Moran’s Grade 6/7 class (11-13 years old) 
• Van Tech Secondary FH Leadership youth group (13-18 years old) 
• FH Youth Group (13-18 years old) 
• D-YES Group Youth Employment Services n the Drive (18-30 years old) 
• FH Seniors Group (55+ years old) 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MAKING CHILDREN VISIBLE 



 

Artist sketch working with project motif 

 

Collecting discarded paint for the mural background 

MOTIF - the Eye  

We chose the motif of the eye because it is a 
strong symbol that is present in many cultures 
throughout the world. It directly ties into the 
“visible” of “Making Children Visible” and helps us 
explore questions like “who is visible who is not?” 
What vision do young people have for the future?  
How can we envision or reimagine the city? And 
lastly themes of what it means to bear witness or 
even how can we practice being present? 
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From CONCEPT to MATERIALS-  

Beginning the Making Children Visible Mural 



 

Brainstorming activity with Van Tech 
Leadership student group regarding the 
role of a city planner. Afterwards ideas 
were drawn out on paper about on the 
theme of kind of city youth would want or 
could envision for the future. 
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Beginning to work wth groups



 

With our youngest participants, the 
toddlers, the conversations were about 
building with shapes, how we see and 
ways of showing that we are here. For 
example in the photo below the 2 year 
old boy focused on capturing the outline 
of his hand on the wood, a similar form to 
what is found in pre-historic caves all over 
the globe. 
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Toddlers from Satellite Day Care



 
We held 3 workshops with the same 
group of teenagers. The first was to 
think together about the city and draw 
what they would like to see more of 
within the city. The second workshop 
was help at the Vancouver Tool Library 
where the youth were trained to safely 
use hand tools and then cut out 
wooden pieces for the mural. In the 
third workshop the final touches of 
cutting and sanding took place at the 
Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House. 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Woodworking workshop with local Teens



 

With the after school children from 
Nootka Elementary we continued to work 
with ideas about the city. Specifically 
posing the question,  
“Where do you see yourself in the city?”  
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Working with School-aged children



Begbie Elementary Grade 6/7 

With Dr. Moran’s Grade 6/7 class, 
we proposed for students to create 
a block of wood with their own 
unique message that would be 
displayed on the mural. Leading up 
to the creation of the work, we did 
group work sharing examples of 
when children’s voices have been 
included in public dialogue and how 
their voices have on occasion 
brought about change.   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As most of the work created up until this 
point was figurative, drawings and cut-out 
shapes, we were excited to received many 
blocks with text and image messages as 
this would provide an important entry point 
for some viewers of the mural work.

One student reflected on her work by saying, 

“I hope that all of the people who will view 
this understand how much thought and 
effort I put into this. I hope people will also 
understand how powerful a child’s voice is.” 
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Mosaic Workshop with the MAKE IT  group at the 
Youth Employment Services on Commercial Drive

On a Thursday evening in May we met up with 
the Make It art group that meets once a week, 
organized by D-YES, the Youth Employment 
Services on Commercial Drive. As we do with 
each workshop, we explained the ideas behind 
the mural 
project and 
showed pieces 
and 
documentation 
of works done 
with other 
groups. 

With this group 
we proposed to work with glass, glue and the 
wood motif to create mosaics. The conversations 
ranged from art therapy to how the arts are 
visible or not in the city, as well as how artists can 
afford to live and work in a city like Vancouver. 
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Painting in the Garden with Seniors

As we set up the garden for seniors to 
paint decorations that were to go into 
the Welcome Garden of the Mural, 
passing children became interested and 
asked to take part in the activity. We 
quickly set up an area for the children to 
paint and moments later the seniors 
began to arrive. They asked us how 
they should begin and we said to have 
a look at the children for inspiration. 
Soon thereafter, the seniors were 
painting and talking together just like the 
children.  

Sometimes we can take our lead from 
children’s ability to jump right in, 
especially when it comes to making art.
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Frog Hollow Preschool student, Melanie 
uses the wooden forms and water colour 
paints to print shapes as other students 
look on.  One of her peers says, "oh, that 
looks like a leaf,”and asks, “where is the 
hungry caterpillar?” Another student runs 
to get Eric Carle’s book The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar and begins to read it for the 
children as they try out Melanie’s printing 
technique. Many more shapes ensue and 
were woven into stories together. 

With this group we were able to share the 
process of making the mural.  For example, 
we brought in the painted stones that the 
seniors had made and the children continued 
by painting more stones for the garden.  
In addition, with this group we made a studio 
visit so that children could witness the work 
in-process and could see and discuss how it 
was coming together. 

Studio Visit with Frog Hollow Preschool
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Bringing all the Pieces Together

The collaborative process generated rich ideas 
and wonderfully unique art pieces for us to work 
with as artists.  As all the pieces, more than 75 
from the Peaceful Reindeer to the smallest fish, 
came back to Meggie’s studio, each was treated 
as an integral part of the whole.   

Each piece speaks using the language of art, 
transcending age, culture, and even spoken 
language. In this mural, it is our intention that in 
honouring the 100 Languages of Children that 
each of us can be reminded of the imaginative 
ways of thinking that come so naturally to 
children. And to take this further, how children’s 
perspectives can in turn transform the way, we 
as adults think about our shared world. 
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Frog Hollow Street Party -  
Bringing art to the Street 
   June 16, 2018, 11am-1pm 

It was important to us that the opening would be 
more than just a “ribbon cutting” event but would 
embody the ideas of the project by inviting all ages 
to take part in open-ended activities.  
In addition to the 3 mural panels on display, we 
also had visual documentation to highlight the 
process of the mural project. This allowed us to 
share the work, explain our guiding principles, and 
open up a dialogue about Making Children Visible 
with the community. As a result, there were people 
from the community inquiring about the project 
and inspired to carryout similar projects.

The Opening Event



!14

Approximately 60 people attended the 
opening event. We had 15 volunteers 
to help with the various activities. 

Guiding principles for the Mural project-  

1. Being open to the notion that the process will guide us 
and not having the completely mural in mind at the outset of 
the project. 

2. Being attentive to building and growing relationships 
using a pedagogy of listening. If we are sincere about 
taking children’s voices and ideas seriously, it can not be 
done in one session but rather needs to be a practice that 
unfolds over time.   

3. Disrupt the “Make and Take” mentality when it comes to 
making art with children. More often than not, children are 
given linear projects to carry out with inexpensive materials. 
Instead, we thought, why not offer children engaging 
materials and ideas with the expectation of children 
giving their input and leaving the work to share with 
others? In this way, children take away the experience and 
the feeling of being together. 

4. Using discarded materials when possible- wood, paint, 
glass, etc.. Re-purposed materials have a history that 
can inspire us to make something new.  



!15

Lastly, we would like to thank all the 
participants for being so generous 
with their time and ideas.  

In addition, we would like to thank 
and acknowledge the City of 
Vancouver’s funding for public art 
projects that allowed this mural to 
come to life.
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